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Historic District Status For 
Foggy Bottom: What Will It Mean 


Part | 
by Emily Hotaling Eig 


I 1983, Advisory Neighborhood Commis- 
sion 2A and Foggy Bottom Association 
jointly submitted an application seeking 
historic status for a five-block area within the 
Foggy Bottom/West End ANC. This applica- 
tion requested formal recognition of the 
historic merit of the area and its designation as 
the “Foggy Bottom Historic District.” Com- 
posed of five squares bounded by K Street to 
the north, 24th Street to New Hampshire Ave- 
nue on the east, Virginia Avenue on the south, 
and 26th Street on the west, the proposed 
historic district is the area that most vividly il- 
lustrates the life and housing stock of Foggy 
Bottom’s late 19th and early 20th centuries’ 
working class. An important artifact of Wash- 
ington’s physical development, the neigh- 
borhood is significant for four reasons: 1) its 
association with the city’s early working class; 
2) its geographic and sociological relationship 
with one of Washington’s early industrial 
areas; 3) its identification as one of the few 
neighborhoods associated with European im- 
migrants in a city noted for its relative absence 
of European-American communities; and 4) 
the value of its architecture as a representation 
of the lifestyles, endeavors, tastes and successes 
of these people. 

In the fall of 1985, a public hearing took 
place before the District’s Historic Preservation 
Review Board (HPRB). At that hearing, the 
community presented a strong case for the 
historic status of the area. Although, as of ear- 
ly February, no decision had been rendered on 
the application’s merits, the prospect of historic 
district status is one to which many citizens 
look forward. 

But, what will life be like living in an “His- 
toric District?” In fact, what is a formally des- 
ignated “Historic District?” 

In 1964, the newly established Joint Com- 
mittee on Landmarks of the National Capital 
prepared a formal list of local buildings, sites, 
and areas determined to possess significant ar- 
chitectural and historical merit in the District 
of Columbia. Known as the D.C. Inventory of 
Historic Sites, this list formed the basis for to- 
day’s compilation of historic landmarks and 
historic districts. As research and study of the 
city continues, and historic buildings and 
neighborhoods receive formal recognition of 
their contribution to the history of the District 
of Columbia, the Inventory continues to grow. 

In 1983, ANC-2A and the Foggy Bottom 
Association submitted an application seeking 

(continued on Page 2) 
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John Wilson 
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John Wilson To Speak 


Guest speaker this month is our own Ward 2 
Councilmember John Wilson, who could talk 
about any number of matters: his time at Har- 
vard, the budget, the race for mayor, and city 
politics in general. We probably have a long list 
of questions for him as well, including the re- 
cent real estate assessments. Perhaps not even 
John Wilson can explain those irrational assess- 
ments! 

But be sure to be there to hear the latest — in 
John Wilson’s inimitable style! 


West End Library Hours 


The following is for those in the neighborhood 
who do not frequent the West End Library, and 
might head there and find it closed (as I did a 
couple of times). 


Monday and Wednesday 1:00-9:00 pm 
Tues., Thurs. & Sat. 9:30 am-5:30 pm 


This branch is closed on Fridays and Sundays; 
the phone number is 727-1397. 


At the February FBA 
Meeting 


FBA Vice President Holsey Handyside 
presided at the February meeting, and reported 
on the latest incident involving a bus picking up 
passengers from the River Inn in violation of 
the bus ban. Also during the meeting a resolu- 
tion was passed by the Executive Board approv- 
ing, in principle, the idea of a fountain to be 
built and maintained by the Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia. 

The guest speaker for the evening was Jack 
Benjamin, Deputy Associate Regional Director 
of the National Park Service for the National 
Capital Region. He outlined the complicated 
background of the Georgetown waterfront 
project, and the parts played by the city, the 
Park Service, the Commission on Fine Arts and 
the National Capital Planning Commission. As 
planned now, the park along the waterfront be- 
ing designed by the Park Service will be a 
“passive park,” with paths, benches, trees, 
shrub beds, open grass areas, with the 
Whitehurst Freeway screened by plantings. 

The Park Service, according to Benjamin, 
has no plans for the area east of Rock Creek 

Parkway; is planning to reduce the parking 

spaces at Thompson’s Boat House; is recom- 

mending architectural upgrading of the boa- 
thouse at some time in the future; is projecting 

that pedestrians will be able to walk from 

Virginia Avenue to Wisconsin Avenue by late 

fall 1986. 
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Historic District Status 
(continued from page 1) 


to add “Foggy Bottom Historic 
District” to that list. Specifical- 
ly, this application stated a case 
for a specifically defined geo- 
graphic area, and requested the 
HPRB to list the district-on the 
D.C. Inventory of Historic Sites 
and to recommend to the State 
Historic Preservation Officer 
(the SHPO is the District’s top 
preservation official) that it be 
nominated to the National Re- 
gister of Historic Places. In re- 
sponse to this application, the 
District’s Historic Preservation 
Division (HPD) staff reviewed 
the information and made a 
written recommendation to the 
Review Board to designate the 
area as an historic district. This 
was followed in 1985 by a pub- 
lic hearing before the HPRB. 


Soon, the HPRB will make a 
decision on the significance of 
the area. If they vote in its 
favor, the HPRB will state spe- 
cific boundaries for the formal 
“historic district,” and, as part 
of that decision, they will most 
likely recommend to the SHPO 
that the district be nominated 
to the National Register. 


What Will This Mean? 


Following the official nomi- 
nation to the National Register, 


“Foggy Bottom Historic Dis- » 


trict will be protected by D.C. 
Law 2-144. 


What Is D.C. Law 2-144? 


D.C. Law 2-144 is the local 
ordinance that authorizes the 
designation and protection of 
historic landmarks and historic 
districts. It is the law. that 
authorizes the existence of the 
Historic Preservation Review 
Board, and requires review 
of permits that affect historic 
buildings, both individual land- 
marks and buildings within his- 
toric districts. However, while 
the law applies to all historic 
landmarks listed in the D.C. 
Inventory, it applies only to 
historic districts that have been 
nominated by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer to the Na- 
tional Register of Historic 
Places. If the historic district is 


only listed on the D.C. Inven- 


tory, it receives no protection 
from demolition or design re- 
view, nor are the buildings 
within the district eligible for 
federal preservation benefits. 


Volkswagen Specialist 


WATERGATE EXXON 


Auto Repairs °`Lubriċation © Tune-Ups 
Tires © Wheel Balancing: ® Accessories 


Leon Miranian 
Eddie Miranian 


HEREND 


BACCARAT-SEVRES AND SENECA CRYSTAL 


Visit 
Watergate Wine and 
Beverage Shop 


For 
Fine Wines and Spirits 
and our in-store boutique, 


Watergate Fine and Fancy 
for a 
Unique Collection of Gifts 


2542-44 Virginia Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. - 
333-0637 


Free parking on Saturdays 
with $20.00 minimum purchase 


FITZ AND FLOYD 


2708 Virginia, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
Phone 338-7739 333-9854 


CHRISTOFLE 


ILV TOON 


LVaSaAL ANOOVE 
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The Tangible Effects of 
Historic District 
Designation 

Historic District designation 
will mean two things for prop- 
erty owners: the review of per- 
mits affecting historic build- 
ings, and the possibility of fed- 
eral tax benefits. 


Permit Review: Specifically, 
this law requires that any ex- 
terior alteration, demolition, 
subdivision or new construc- 
tion permits affecting struc- 
tures within the boundaries of 
the historic district must be 
reviewed for appropriateness 
by the- Historic Preservation 
Review Baord. While this does 
impose a special review pro- 
cess, it ensures that the char- 
acter of a building or district is 
maintained while allowing for 
rehabilitation and sensitive new 
design, a benefit to the public. 
These reviews are required by 
law. 


Federal Tax Benefits: The sec- 


ond change concerns federal 
tax benefits that are available 
to owners of buildings deter- 
mined to contribute to the 
historic character of the dis- 
trict. First, rehabilitations of in- 


SHOE REPAIR 
WHILE YOU WAIT 


DRY CLEANERS 
& 
LAUNDRY 

SERVICE 


Alterations on Premises 


J.M. Valet. 
457-9838 


MAID SERVICE 
293-1355 


@ HOMES @ APARTMENTS 

@ PARTY SERVING - 

@ CARPET CLEANING 

@ WE FURNISH ALL SUPPLIES & 
EQUIPMENT 

@ DISCOUNTS GIVEN TO REGULAR 
CUSTOMERS 

@ GIFT CERTIFICATES 

-@ ASK ABOUT OUR CONDITIONAL 

_ GUARANTEE 

@ ALL WORK DONE BY OUR 
PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED STAFF , 


“Pleasing Particular, People 
ul the Metro Area” 
RATES 
Efficiency 
1 Bedroom 
2 Bedroom 
2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
3 Bedroom 
Each additional room 
Special services at low additional 
costs. 
i | completely bonded and insured. 


come-producing buildings may 
qualify under the federal Econo- 
mic Recovery Tax Act (ERTA), 
allowing their owners to take 
federal investment tax credits. 
If a building is certified by the 
National Park Service as being 
a contributing element within 
a National Register Historic 
District, and if the building is 
income-producing, the owner 
may apply for a substantial tax 
credit if the rehabilitation is 
certified by the National Park 
Service. This program current- 
ly provides up to a 25% invest- 
ment tax credit for substan- 
tial rehabilitations that follow 
the Secretary of Interior’s Stan- 
dards for Rehabilitation. This 
is an optional program, and is 
entirely separate from the local 
reviews required by D.C. Law 
2-144. 

Further, if a building is cer- 
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tified as being a contributing 
element within a district, the 
owner is eligible for benefits 
that may result from the chari- 
table donation of a facade 
easement. A facade easement 
requires the building’s owner to 
make a legal promise to main- 
tain the appearance of the 
facade in perpetuity. This “pro- 
mise” is, in legal terms, a pro- 
perty easement, a right given to 
another person (or organiza- 
tion) and is recorded with the 
deed. The gift of this right to a 
qualified recipient is considered 
by the IRS as a charitable con- 
tribution. However, this pro- 
gram is currently being review- 
ed by the IRS and one should 
talk with both an accountant 
and a lawyer prior to donating 
a facade easement. 


(continued next month) 


NEW FAR EAST 
RESTAURANT 


2507 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 


House Special = 
Whole Peking Duck- 
$12.95 


A Check For Two Over $20.00 Will- 
Get A 10% Discount 


(202) 466-4788 
(202) 466-5710 


‘WE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Monday to Friday @ 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
Saturday to Sunday e 11:30 a.m. - 11:30 p.m. 


* Judi Sheppard Missett’s 


* 


TLE 


“Having tried all the otbers—spas, 
aerobics, etc.—I can truthfully say 
Jazzercise has the right idea. It’s a 
funtastic approach to physical fitness, 
with positive psychological effects. It’s 
one of the best things I've ever done 
for myself.” 


Call for class information and location 
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Crime Watch 
By Bob Alcorn 


It is a pleasure to announce 
that more of you have been 
calling to alert me to de- 
velopments, small crimes, and 
unusual happenings at night. 
Keep up the good work. If you 
think what you saw is impor- 
tant enough to call me for, then 
it is important. 

I was recently advised by 
several people within the block 
that there was a robbery in one 
of the houses in the 2500 block 
of I Street. The residents were 
away and the robbers gained 
access through a back window. 
We were told that the thieves 
tried to gain access through 
doors but were unable to. 

We have learned a new wrin- 
kle to an old problem. A fairly 
large number of people, filled 
with what we would have to 
call Christian charity, have 
been letting street people in to 
sleep in basements and stair- 
wells in various apartment 
houses. They are taking pity on 
them these cold nights and in- 
spite of their better judgment, 
they do not want to see these 
poor souls suffer. Now those 
poor souls have quite a racket 


Foggy Bottom News 


going. Let one of them in to 
your building and he will then 
later on let in all of his friends 
so that before the night is over 
there is quite a convention. 
Those people not only could be 
street people but also they 
could be thieves masking as 
street people and you have let 
not only yourselves but also 
your neighbors in for a possible 
spree of robbing and other ac- 
tivities. Please reconsider your 
personal safety and that of 
your neighbors the next time 
you are tempted. 

Lately we have also found 


that people are still letting in- 


so-called workmen without 
checking to make sure they 
should be let in. People who 
are supposedly plumbers, ele- 
vator repairmen, electricians, 
painters, and phone repair peo- 
ple have entered not only 
apartment buildings with the 
idea of robbery but in some 


` cases have gotten into private 


apartments by using this ruse. 
Do be more careful. Consult 
your resident manager before 
you open that door. You may 
save yourself or your neighbor 
from a harrowing experience. 
People are still leaving things 
exposed in their autos. Some- 
times I walk along the street 
and see televisions, cameras, 
purses, and all sorts of boxes, 


Featuring Polaris 


Watergate Opticians, Inc. 
Hours: 


: Watergate Mall 
a 2558 Virginia Ave., N.W. Washington, D.C. 200372 


_ (202) 965-4686 
SOMEONE STILL CARES ABOUT QUALITY 


There’s A Garden 
| In Your 
Own Backyard 


It’s the delightful Garden Cafe located in the State 


Plaza Hotel, 


right in your own Foggy Bottom 


neighborhood. We’re open for breakfast, lunch, din- 
ner, and happy hour Monday through Friday, and for 
brunch and dinner Saturday and Sunday. 


N 


JA 


Join us for the finest American cuisine. Present 
this ad to your server for a complimentary glass of 


wine with dinner. 


A TWDED IC 


GARDEN 


2117 E Street, N.W. 
861-8200 


A 
In the 
State Plaza Hotel 


Of 


suitcases, and clothing piles. 
These are not tourists but are 
cars which belong to our neigh- 
bors. Remember, it only takes 


a minute or two to break a win- 


dow and steal away with things 
from the car. You may only 
think you'll be half an hour in 
your house and then take these 
things away. But . . . chances 
are, they will not be there when 
you return. 


A number of people have re- 
ported people trying to steal 
their purses in the subway sta- 
tion at 23rd and I Streets. I 
have warned you several times 
that this is happening. The 
thieves seem to work in pairs. 
One does the distracting and 
the other grabs. Please watch 
out and take a firm hold on 


that purse. Don’t let it dangle - 


down your back as many wom- 
en like to do. Remember in our 
area crime is just as bad during 
the afternoon hours as it is sup- 
posed to be at night, so watch 
out. Be safe, not sorry. See you 
at the next Foggy Bottom and 
ANC meetings? 


federal 


market 


1215 23RD STREET. N.W. 


“Welcome | 


Coke — 2 liter bottle 


GW Theatre Production 


_of “The Cave Dwellers” 


to Benefit Washington’s 
Homeless 


The George Washington 
University will present a fund- 
raising performance of William 
Saroyan’s The Cave Dwellers at 
8 p.m. Wednesday, April 2 at 
the University’s Marvin Center 
Theatre. Proceeds from this 


performance will be donated to 


Miriam’s Kitchen, a GW com- 
munity-sponsored charity for 
the homeless. 

Written in 1985, The Cave 
Dwellers explores the plight of 
the homeless, and how lifestyle 
affects one’s ability to love and 
care when there seems to be 
nothing left to give. 

In an attempt to realistically 
portray the characteristics of 


: street people, some of the ac- 


tors have actually spent time in 
the garb and environment of 
their role models. According to 
the play’s director Libby Kep- 
hart, “This is a show which 
deals with non-violent, gentle 


YOU SHOP... 
WE DELIVER! 
PHONE: 333-6630 
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people who live on the streets. 
They are not all violent as most 
people believe.” In fact, “Many 
of them could be people just 


like you or me,” says Kephart. 


The Cave Dwellers opens at 
8 p.m., on Tuesday, April 1 
and runs through Sunday, 
April 6. For more information, 
call the GW Theatre box of- 
fice, (202) 676-6178. 


Watergate Safeway 
Closes on Tuesday 


During the remodeling of the 
Watergate Safeway, the store 
will be closed every Tuesday, 
probably through the month of 
June. 

So — for the next couple 
of months — on Tuesday, go 
north, FB residents, to Federal 
Supermarket (1215 23rd Street) 
or east to Columbia Plaza 
Gourmet (which has a good 
selection of everyday foods). 
And they both are FBNews ad- 
vertisers and deserve your sup- 
port on Tuesday or any day!! 


STORE HOURS: 

MON.-FRI. 7:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
SAT. 8:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M. 

SUN. 9:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 


e Quantity Rights Reserved 
e Not Responsible For 
Typographical Errors 


H 
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Prices Good: 


March 27-April 4, 1986 


Vintage Seltzer Water — 2 liter bottle ...............058-. 49 
Kraft Spiral Macaroni & Cheese Dinner — 5’ 0Z.......... 21.89 
Sealtest Ice Cream — ¥2 gallon 

Donald Duck Orange Juice — 64 oz. 
Scott Paper Towels Pe ees ee a ae .69 
Filbert’s Mayonnaise — 32 oz. 
Pillsbury Self-rising Flour — 5 Ib. bag .......--...seeeeeee: .89 


Oranges — 5 Ib. bag 


White Grapefruit — 5 Ib. bag 
Onions — 3lb.bDåg sj oc ee a i ee 39 


ee 


Richfood Sliced Bacon — 1 Ib. package 
Short Cut Tender Filet: 


April Wine Specials 


Lion D’or Carafe 
Blanc or Rouge 


$2.99 Bottle 
or 
3 for $8.00 


4 
Chop Chop Chop 


Mary Healy 
The man chopping away at 
the ice after the recent snow 
storm was Thomas Folk, Resi- 
dent Manager at the Potomac 


ments. Mr. Folk saw people 
slipping and sliding on the ice 
in the vicinity of Virginia and 
New Hampshire Avenues. Af- 
ter he got off from work he 
went out and chopped and 
shovelled all the ice away from 
the curb cuts and from the 
small island between The Plaza 


Plaza Cooperative Apart-. 


and the Watergate. He started 
at 5:10 PM (it was already 
dark) and he chopped and sho- 
velled until 7:15 PM. Then he 

: came back later and salted all 
the areas so they wouldn’t 
freeze up again. Many people 
getting off work, going to the 
store, etc. stopped and thanked 
Mr. Folk for his efforts. For 
those of us who didn’t happen 
by, let’s all give him a big round 
of applause and a great big 
Thank You. That’s the kind of 
community spirit which makes 
Foggy Bottom such a nice place 
to live. 


WATERGATE SUNOCO 


Complete Auto Repairs, Foreign & Domestic 
Tires, Batteries & Accessories 


2643 Virginia Avenue, N.W. 


33-4648 


The 
nchani. odl 


333-9811 


,, Jote 


223I 6327 


an animal 
lovers emporium 


on dhe GY campus 


L000 


Columbia Plaza Valet 
532 23rd St., N.W. @ 293-2663 
Washington, D.C. 


Same Day Custom Dry Cleaning and Shirt 
Laundry * Seamstress on Premises * 


Shoe Repair 


Magic Gourd Restaurant 


Chinese Cuisine ə Luncheon e Dinner 


Cocktail e Carryout ¢ Banquet 


SPECIAL SATURDAY LUNCH BUFFET 
Open Daily 11:30 a.m.—10 p.m.—Sun. 5—10 p.m. 
* ASK ABOUT DELIVERY x 


466-3995 
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Seminars on Stress 
Management for 


Women 

Columbia Hospital for 
Women Medical Center, as 
part of its 1986 community 
education program, will spon- 
sor two free seminars in April 
on stress management for wo- 
men. 

The programs will be held 
Tuesday, April 15 and 29, from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the hos- 
pital’s Teresa Adkins Confer- 
ence Room, 2425 L Street, 
Northwest. 

The first session will focus 
on some of the common stress- 
es women experience, and how 
stress affects women’s physical 
and emotional health. The se- 
cond session will teach parti- 
cipants how to manage stress in 
a way that promotes health and 
prerevents illness. 

The programs will be led by 
Lynn W. Braillier, R.N., 
M.S.N., C.S., Director of the 
Stress Management Center of 
Metropolitan Washington and 
author of Successfully Manag- 


Red Cross Building 
2025 E Street, N.W. 


SHOE REPAIR 
WHILE YOU WAIT 


DRY CLEANING 
& LAUNDRY 


Big APs a aL 
#2121 L St. NW 
457-9699 


I 
B 


ing Stress. Ms. Brallier is in 
private practice as a psycho- 


therapist. She frequently lec- : 


tures and conducts workshops 
on stress management for uni- 
versities, hospitals, government 
agencies and business groups 
throughout the United States, 
Canada and Europe. 

Women throughout the 
Washington metropolitan area 
are invited to attend the semi- 
nars. Participants should re- 
gister in advance by calling 
202/293-2048. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR SALE: Portable dish- 
washer, Kitchenaid, large 
capacity, almond colored, 
energy-saver cycle, butcher- 
block top. Excellent condition; 
used infrequently. 338-9370. 


EMPLOYMENT COUNSELING. 
Holding yourself back, letting 
fears run you? Want to take 
that promotion, move to better 
job, but you're afraid? Let 
Counseling for Success Inc. 
help you. Call for appointment 
between 9AM and 12 Noon, 
(202) 833-9375. 


ACCOUNTING AND 
INCOME TAX SERVICE 


for 
Corporations ¢ Partnerships 
Non-Profits e Small Businesses e° Individuals 


671-0758 
20 years experience 


We have room for your guests at our hotel! 


4. per person, based on double occupancy 
complimentary parking based on availability 


Invite your friends and family to join you for an 
exciting holiday in the nation’s capital and have 
them stay with us at the Intrigue Hotel 


You and your guests can relax and enjoy your visit! 
newly Gecorated Spacious quest rooms and suites 
complimentary Washington Post 
in the heart of Foggy Bottom, footsteps from 
Georgetown, the Kennedy Center and Metro 
casual dining and room service from our Intrigue 


Restaurant 


guest laundry facilities, same day valet and 


concierge services 


CALL US SOON 
TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS! 


Come to COLUMBIA PLAZA SHOPPING MALL 
23rd and Virginia Avenue e A Shopping Fiesta Every Day 


TIST AMERICAN 


FIRST AMERICAN BANK, N.A., WASHINGTON 


COLUMBIA PLAZA OFFICE 502 23rd Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 @ Member F.D.I.C. | 
637-7802 @ Joseph D. Pereira, Assistant Vice President & Manager 


BE SURE TO CALL US NOW 508 23rd Street, N.W. 
TO MAKE YOUR Washington, D.C. 20037 
Columbia Plaza 


(202) 659-1020 


RESERVATIONS! 


COLUMBIA TRAVEL 


The Intrigue Hotel 

824 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037 
(202) 557-6620 / (800) 426-4455. 

Member of the Potomac Hote! Group 


